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writing (if received directly from a re-
quester), and shall thereafter task the 
originator and other interested parties. 
Additional taskings, as required during 
the review process, shall be accom-
plished within ten (10) days of notifica-
tion. 

§ 1908.22 [Reserved] 

§ 1908.23 Determination by originator 
or interested party. 

(a) In general. The originator of the 
classified information (document) is a 
required party to any mandatory de-
classification review request; other in-
terested parties may become involved 
through a referral by the Coordinator 
when it is determined that some or all 
of the information is also within their 
official cognizance. 

(b) Required determinations: These par-
ties shall respond in writing to the Co-
ordinator with a finding as to the clas-
sified status of the information, includ-
ing the category of protected informa-
tion as set forth in section 1.4 of the 
Order, and, if older than ten years, the 
basis for the extension of classification 
time under sections 1.5 and 3.3 of the 
Order. These parties shall also indicate 
whether withholding is otherwise au-
thorized and warranted in accordance 
with sections 3.5(c) and 6.2(d) of the 
Order. 

(c) Time. This response shall be pro-
vided expeditiously on a ‘‘first-in, first- 
out’’ basis taking into account the 
business requirements of the originator 
or interested parties and consistent 
with the information rights of mem-
bers of the general public under the 
Freedom of Information Act and the 
Privacy Act. 

[62 FR 32495, June 16, 1997, as amended at76 
FR 59034, Sept. 23, 2011] 

§ 1908.24 [Reserved] 

§ 1908.31 Requirements as to time and 
form. 

Appeals of decisions must be received 
by the Coordinator within forty-five 
(45) days of the date of mailing of the 
Agency’s initial decision. It shall iden-
tify with specificity the documents or 
information to be considered on appeal 
and it may, but need not, provide a fac-
tual or legal basis for the appeal. 

§ 1908.32 Receipt, recording, and 
tasking. 

The Coordinator shall promptly 
record each appeal received under this 
part, acknowledge receipt to the re-
quester, and task the originator and 
other interested parties. Additional 
taskings, as required during the review 
process, shall be accomplished within 
ten (10) days of notification. 

§ 1908.33 Designation of authority to 
hear appeals. 

(a) Appeals: Appeals of initial denial 
decisions under the Mandatory Declas-
sification Request provisions of Execu-
tive Order 13526 shall be reviewed by 
the Agency Release Panel, which shall 
issue the final Agency decision. 

(b) Membership: The Agency Release 
Panel (ARP) is chaired by the Chief, In-
formation Review and Release Group 
and composed of the Information Re-
view Officers from the various Direc-
torates and the Director, Central Intel-
ligence Agency area, as well as the rep-
resentatives of the various release pro-
grams and offices. The Information and 
Privacy Coordinator also serves as Ex-
ecutive Secretary of the ARP. 

(c) Decisions: The ARP shall meet on 
a regular schedule and may take action 
when a simple majority of the total 
membership is present. Issues shall be 
decided by a majority of the members 
present. Any member of the ARP dis-
agreeing with the results of a vote may 
appeal the decision in writing to the 
Director, Information Management 
Services (D/IMS). The appeal shall set 
forth clearly and concisely the reasons 
D/IMS should reverse the ARP’s deci-
sion. Upon receiving the written ap-
peal, D/IMS shall have ten business 
days to affirm or reverse, in writing 
the APR’s decision and shall so notify 
the appellant. In the event of a dis-
agreement with any declassification 
and release decision by D/IMS, Direc-
torate heads may appeal to the Asso-
ciate Deputy Director of CIA (ADD) for 
resolution. The final Agency decision 
shall reflect the vote of the ARP, un-
less changed by the D/IMS or the ADD. 

[76 FR 59034, Sept. 23, 2011] 
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